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In terms of geographic position and China’s practice of historical jurisdiction 
over the islands, Diaoyutai Islands are inherent part of China since ancient times. At 
the end of the 1960s, America and Japan vainly attempted to make underhand deals 
about Diaoyu Islands, which aroused counterblast of all Chinese people. Based on the 
overseas Diaoyutai Movement launched resolutely by Chinese students (mainly 
Taiwanese) studying in the U.S., the paper makes round, systematic and deep 
elaboration on the historical background of the movement, and activities of people 
who were engaged in defending Diaoyutai Islands in the process of the movement, for 
example, organizing assembly and demonstrations, discussions and symposiums; 
setting up a senate lobbying group; and forcing U.S. to give a hearing. As a result, the 
Diaoyutai Movement got great effect. 
After the Diaoyutai Movement, Taiwan Authority suppressed and persecuted the 
students involved in the movement. Having seen Taiwan Authority’s nature of 
fawning on foreign powers, those students shifted their eyes to the Chinese mainland, 
turning the nature of Diaoyutai Movement into China’s unification movement. The 
latter was the continuity and sublimation of the former, and fell in the range of the 
former as well. At present, there are still quite few studies on China’s unification 
movement in the academic circles. While the author profoundly narrates and analyzes 
the reasons for the Diaoyutai Movement transforming to China’s unification 
movement, as well as the process of China’s unification movement on the basis of 
abundant materials, which add to highlights of the paper. 
The Diaoyutai Movement and China’s unification movement were of important 
historical significance. Moreover, the movements themselves had certain effects on 
the courses of life of participants, who either returned to the Chinese mainland or 
Taiwan, made contributions to some extent to the relations between the Chinese 















Four decades have passed since the happening of Diaoyutai Movement and 
unification of China.however, the tasks —  defending the Diaoyu Islands and 
unification of China — are not yet completed. The young generation today should 
follow the steps of the former activists, succeed and carry forward their patriotism and 
fearless and devoted spirits. This is where the purpose of the paper lies. 
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